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CHAPTER V.

THE   CREATION OF MATTER.

THE Bible, in its very first word, affirms a
beginning. Science also, when closely exa-
mined, points not obscurely to the same truth.
Both exclude, as a mere figment, tho idea of a
succession of past ages of time, strictly infinite,
a view which strives to escapo from a divine
mystery, only to involve us in a direct contra-
diction of sound reason. But the second word
of the same message affirms an act of divine
power, by which the universe caino firat into
being. This assertion may be viewed 8op&-
rately, as it refers to lifeless matter, or to all
the forms of life, ascending from the lowest to
the highest. In each aspect it is opposed to tho
Materialism, which claims the self-existence for
matter, by faith ascribed to God only; and to
the Nihilism, which denies that of God and
creation any thing whatever can be known.

The doctrine of Scripture is plain. Mattel*
was created, and began to be. Its existence
is due to the will and fiat of the Creator, tho